Lower window

In my younger and more vulnerable years
my father gave me some advice that I've
been turning over in my mind ever since. It
is a truth universally acknowledged, that a
single man in possession of a good fortune
must be in want of a wife. Who'’s there?
Sing to me of the man, Muse, the man of
twists and turns, driven time and again off
course once he had plundered the hallowed
heights of Troy. A spectre is haunting
Europe — the spectre of communism. In a
village of La Mancha, the name of which |
have no desire to call to mind, there lived
not long since one of those gentlemen that
keep a lance in the lance-rack, an old
buckler, a lean hack, and a greyhound for
coursing. When he was nearly thirteen my
brother Jem got his arm badly broken at the
elbow. It was a bright cold day in April, and
the clocks were striking thirteen. Many
years later, as he faced the firing squad,
Colonel Aureliano Buendia was to
remember that distant afternoon when his
father took him to discover ice.

Upper window

Old father, old artificer, stand me now and
ever in good stead. Go, bid the soldiers
shoot. The knife came down, missed him by
inches, and he took off. Yes, Mary, he must.
The broken flower drooped over Ben’s fist
and his eyes were empty and blue and
serene again as cornice and facade flowed
smoothly once more from left to right; post
and tree, window and doorway, and
signboard, each in its ordered place. So we
beat on, boats against the current, borne
back ceaselessly into the past. Who knows
but that, on the lower frequencies, | speak
for you? If you do, you start missing
everybody. And it shall be well with us both
in this life and in the pilgrimage of a
thousand years which we have been
describing. She looked up and across the
barn, and her lips came together and smiled
mysteriously. “Like a dog!” he said; it was
as if the shame of it must outlive him.
Amen. Farewell.
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